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PREFACE- 



This little Work prefents itfelf to 
the Publick without any afFedation 
of intrinfick importance^ and merely as 
the herald of another ; yet the Orien- 
talift and Antiquary may be pleafed to 
fee, for the firft time^ an Epitome of 
Perfian Annals, in the original lan- 
guage of a native hiftorian* 

The wartt of' fuch a Work induced 
me to fcek, among my Manufcript 
Chronicles, the moft concife ajid com- 



ii PREFACE. 

prehenfive account of the ancient /r^- 
nian'^ Sovereigns; and the following 
pages are the refult of my inquiry. 
To the Perfian text and the Englifli 
tranflation, I thought it ncceflary to 
fubjoin fome collateral illullrations 
from other manufcripts. This talk^ 
during the performance of it, became 
a regular examination of each King's 
reign : And although I ftudied to keep 

Ik' 

my Work within the compafs of a 
fingle and a fmall volume, and refol ved 
to derive my illuftrations entirely from 
fources unexplored hitherto by Euro- 

* The Perfian Eminre, in general, is properlj. 
called (^l/rf' Iran. The word Perjia is derived 
from Pars J the name of a province, jhe moft re. 
9iarkable as being the ufual refidence of the Kings. 
This name, in modem compofitions, is moft fre. 
quehtly written Fars, after the Arabian manner. 
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pcan writers ; yet, by an imperceptible 
accumulation of extradts, the fuper- 
ftrudlure became too vaft for fo flight 
a foundation as the original text. 

I could not, however, prevail on 
myfelf to throw away what had been 
acquired by laborious perfeverance, or 
to reduce that which feemed neceflary 
to the illuftration of obfcure paflages^ 
I had collecfled a mafs of extracts, 
which not only were, in a peculiar 
degree, ufeful and curious, on the 
Antiquities, Philology, and Geography 
of Perfia, but threw fuch light on many 
important and interefting points of 
Sacred and of Profane Hiftory, as I 
had never expefted to find in any poll* 
Mohammedan authors. 

To whatever degree the Reader's 

a % 



curiofity lYi^y be excised by this d^cla* 
r^tiqii^ I ms^ke it with thf confidence 
9f opf ^ho [conceives^ that eight of 
nine ye^^s fpenf in c)ofe appUqatioa 
to the ftudy of Eaftern Languages and 
Literature, have enabled him to appre- 
ciate juftly, after repeated perufals, 
the value of his own manufcripts ; and 
I entertain not any apprehenfions that 
the future publication of thofe extradls 
will diikppoiiit the Reader's expeft^ 
ation. 

As the original text of the yeban 
Ara (which is here given with little 
more than the Engliftitranflation) was 
found inadequate to the mafs of notes 
and illuftrations^ I extended my plan^ 
and chofe^ as a fuitable ground-work^ 
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that Sc<Stio|i of the L^-al^Uwarikb^^ 
"which cpntainsi the ancient annals qC 
Jra^. This work I fcledl^d from 9 
IPiuUipUcity pf ot;her Tarikbs^ both 
greater and fmaUerj hecaufe it com- 
priP^s within a moderate compafsj 
more vfeful and important hiftorick 
information^ lefs intermixed with fablo 
and romance, than any other* Tho 
frequent mention in M. D'Herbelpt'a 
Bibliotheque Orient ale of th^ Leb^tarikb^ 
is a fufficient teftimony of its exceU 
^enc€ J and it is without doubt the fame 
}f(o6k which Fietro del la Valle once in-, 
^nded to tfanA^te.f 

+ ** Di tradi^i; da Perfiana in Tofcano un librot 
*' che chiamano Mldolla delle Hiftorle^ & e yn breve 
** compendio della hiftoria di tutti i Re della Ferfia 
<< daAdaminfin'aSciahT&hmafp." Lett. 12. 162U 
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Having given, from this Work, the 
original text of the Pcrfian Annals, 
with a tranflation, I fhall proceed to 
illuftrate the reign of each King in 
regular fucceflion, by examining the 
traditions recorded in various rare^ 
ancient and authencick manufcripts— 
flightly noticing fuch as have been al- 
ready printed or tranflated, and de- 
riving my materials, as I before faid, 
from fources hitherto unexplored by 
Europeans. It were, indeed, unpar- 
donable in me to repeat a twice-told 
tale, or incroach upon the labours of 
another ; lince few libraries, either 
publick or private, afford a more 
ample flock of original matter than 
my own Manufcript Colledlion ; ac- 
quired through the kindnefs of friends 
refiding in the Eafl:-— indefatigable 
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fcrfevcrancc in tranfcribing, and dili- 
gence in inquiry— and, I muft acknow- 
ledge, a degree of expenfe, far beyond 
that which found prudence would have 
prefcribed to one whole purfe but 
feldom overflowed. 

Of the Hiftorical Works, or Manu- 
fcript Tarikbs, from which I have 
principally derived my materials, I 
(hall here fubjoin the titles— naturally 
beginning with mention of TabarP^ 
** Great Chronicle* t" the moft ancient 

Mu Jafer . Mohammed ebn Jar'tfy furnamed 
^^^aUI Altaharty fixwn Taheriftan in Perfia— 
where he was bom. Anno Hegine 224, (A. D. 83^.) 
His Work is frequently quoted in Perfian manu- 
fcripts by the title of Tankb Jaffert^ or Tartkb 
fbn Jarlu 
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«nd mod excellent of all. It is coni{)ri^ 
fed iti two iai-ge Toluinet, containing 
la general hiflory of the Afiatick World 
from the Creation^ the P^rfiin and 
Arabian annals^ with thejewifh re^i 
cords> interfperfed with many curious 
traditions which mufl: have defcended 
to the vei^erable Hiftoriaii through 
fome other channel than that of th6 
ttorati. Tabari> though a hative bf 
Pet-fia, compofed this admirable Work 
in the Arabick language^ Fortunately^ 
however^ it underwent a Perfian trahf- 
lation within a few years after the 
Mthor's death— for the original Ara- 
tick is no longer to be found.* 

* Some fcattered fragihtsftts of It flHl exiff-^ 

Sec Ocklcy '8 Hiftory of the Saracens ; D'ttcrbelot j 

and my catalogue of the Orieiitil ManuTeripts ifi 

the Britifh MufeiuDj. Oriental CoUe^ons, Vd* lU^ 
f. 185* 
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But the Antiquary may confole him- 
felf for this lofs^ as the Periian tranf- 
lator has added to the text of Tabari 
much qurious and important matter. 
From the original work, Elmakin, an 
Arabian writer, has principally com- 
piled his Annals of the Saracens, be- 
ginning with that epoch at which my 
refearches end^ the age of Mohammed. 
I have ufed three copies of Tabari, all 
finemanufcripts ; following, in general, 
one brought from India, and given to 
me by that moll ingenious Orientalifl^ 
Jonathan Scott, Efq. This copy (in 
two folio volumes) was tranfcribed in 
Perfia, A. Hegirae 850, (A. D. 1446.) 

Having dwelt fo long on this 
article, I fhall briefly mention the 
other Tarikbs which I have confulted; 

b 
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not obierving \n this place %nj chro- 
nologH^l ordefy as* a more full and re^ 
gular defcriiption of them (hall he prc-« 
fixed t« my IlUtfirationi. 




elegant and flowery compofition^ In-^ 
tcjpfpcrfed with poetry; containing 
the Hiftory of Perfia till the time of 

Nufbirvan^ 



^ehkat Najerh <Sf^^ 
" This precious work/' fays M. An- 
quctil du Perron,*^ '^ is of the year of 
"the Hegira 655, of Chrift 1257 ;•* 
yet my copy, the only one I have as 

yet fecn, is dated 650, e>^y*S^ ^^^ 
AjlyAwaj (of Chrift 1252.) It contains = 

' ♦ Mem. Acad. In/crlp. Vol, 31, p. 379* 
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the Hiftbrjr of Afia, Jews, ancient 
Arabians and Perfians, Khalifsj Mo^ 
hammedan Kings of India, Perfia, 
KhoralTan, &c. to the defcendanta of 
Gengiz Khan. 

Tarikb Gozideb, ocXi i/^^lj a moft 
excellent compilation of Afiatick Hif- 
tory, by Hamdallab Muftoufi^ author of 
the Nozbat al Coloub. It concludes 
with an account of Cazvin, his imtive 
city. 

Rozet al Sefa, li^ I A^^ a general 
Hiftory of the Eaftern World; in 
feven (fometimes in nine, or twelve) 
volmprics, by Mirkbondy who lived in 
the fifteenth century. A geographical 
index is Aibjoined to thelaft volume. 

b2 
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Kbelajfut al Akbbar,j\j^^\ iUsOlsL 
an abridgment of the Rozet al Sefa^ 
by Kbondemir, the fon of Mirkbond 
above mentioned. My copy of this 
abridgment confifls of above 1200 
pagesj quarto^ 



Habib^aLSeir, j(^ ' V^^^^^ a ge- 
neral Hiftory of Afia, by the fame 
Kbondemir: a moft valuable compo- 
iition, in feveral volumes : the copy 
which I have ufcd> confifls of four 
volumes of unequal fize. 

Zein^al^akbbar, ^Lcifcl'l {^j a very 
curious and extraordinary work; con- 
taining the ancient Hiftory of Pcrfia, 
Jewilh, Chriftian^ Magian and Hindoo 
religious fafts and ceremonies, annals 
of the Mohammedan Kings and Kha« 
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lifs, geographical anecdotes^ and chro- 
nological tables^ &c. 

Tarikb Kapchak Kbam\ ^J^ 
(^^ ^*— ^l^p^ fo called after the 
author, Kapchak Khan Kuli Beig, of 
Balkb ; who has mod ingenioufly writ- 
ten the Hiftory of Afia from the cre- 
ation of Adam> of the Deluge^ Mofes^ 
Chrift; the Greeks and Romans^ from 
the time of Alexander; Arabians^ 
Copts, Chaldeans, &c. &c. ; the Kha- 
lifs, Mohammedan Kings of Perfia^ 
Hindoollan^ Tartary^ &c. down to 
the year 1 137 of the Hegira (of Chrift 
1724.) The latter part of this work 
affords many curious hiftorical anec- 
dotes concerning Balkh, Bokhara^ the 
countries bordering on the river Jihooa 
(or Oxus)j &c« 
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A very excellent Tarikb, the title oi 
author of which I am not yet able tm 
afcertain; it begins (after the ufual 
bifmitlabi) with the words j\ cXxj 
I^^^JTl cXy^te and contains an account 
€>f the Creation^ the Prophets and 
Patriarchftj ancient Kings of Perfi^ 
the Khalifs^ &c. to the year 951 of the 
Hegira, ( of Chrift 15 44. ) This ma- 
Bufcript bears the impreffion of M. Le 
GentW^ Pcrfian feaL 

Another very curious and valuable 
Tarikb^ or Hiftory of the Patriarchs^ 
Prophets, anci^it Perflans and Ara^. 
bians, Mohammedan Princes' of Perfiar, 
Arabia^ Hindoo (lan> &c« to the year 
773 of the Hegira^ (A. 1>. 1371.) Of 
thisr wo4:k I cannot difcav^er the title ; 
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it 11 a large folio volume, and begins 
abruptly(^ Ijuv-Jl^ aXjIcXj 0>xj UI 



Tarikb Subab Saduk, f^ f^J^ 
CXkQ ^ general Hiftory of the Afi- 
atick World, ancient and modern, by 
Mohammed Saduk, of Isfahan ; in four 
large volumes, folio : a very rare and 
valuable work. 

A folio volume, imperfeA both at 
the beginning and ending. It con- 
tains a variety of moil curious hillo- 
rical anecdotes, fome of which fhall 
be tranflated in another work. 

Tarikb Alfi, ^xlt g^'j or Tbe 
Chronicle of 4 Thou/and Tears, (i. e. 
after Mohammed;) a very excellent 
compilation of Afiatick hiftory, in 
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three large folio volumes. The begih-^ 
ing of the firft volume affords fome 
anecdotes of Tezdegerd, and the in- 
vafion of Perfia by the Mufulmans* 

The Nizam al Towarikb, ^Uai 
^jj^l a very curious epitome of 
Perfian hiftory, by Ahu Sated Abdallab 
hen Almouelli. 

Tarikb Nizam al Molk, Jhi '^J3 
•k-^Jv' or Seiafet'wa Seir al Molouk, 
^J^^ jf^ J <-2-w*jUkw a celebrated 
work, compofed about the year of the 
Hegira 485, (A. D. 109a.) 

Merat al Auluttty JLaJI CjI-o or 
Tarikb Bakbt aver Kbam,jj[Xs\j ^ jlj 
^laL a general hiftory of the ancient 
and modem Sovereigns of Afia^ by 



BMtaoer Kbam in two large quart^i 
voluiaes^* 

The DaHfian, ^^Uwubfliy of which . 
pan has been tranilated in the N^w 
Afiaiiek Mijeellany of Calcutta. 

But few of tbe(e hillorical compo^ 
fitions in profe^ afford mote ufeful ot 
curious^ information to the Ferfian 
Antiquary^ than the great Heroick 
Poem of Ferdoufi, ^^^y^^ intitled 
S^^ oL& Sbab Nameb, or Book of Kings, 
compofed in the tenth and eleventh 
centuries of the Chriflian yEra,"*" from 
ibme original annal» in the Peblavi 
language, which efcaped the geiieral 
deftrudioA of Perfian book^ when the 

* Ferdoafi died, A. Hefpsgb 41 », (A. Dw loao^) 

c 
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Mufulmans invaded and conquered 
Iran. This celebrated work contains^ 
in more than fixty thoufand diftichsj 
the ancient records of Perfia, from 
Caiumuras to Tezdegerd, interfperfed 
with aftonifliing fidtipn and delightful 
romance. But from the traces of real 
hiftory, which frequently appear^ I 
am induced to fufpeft that the Chro- 
nicle of Tabari was not unknown to 
our Perfian Poet: this fufpicion I may 
be allowed to entertain, without dero- 
gating from the authority of thofc 
Peblavi annals above mentioned ; fince 
I am well perfuaded, that even at this 
day, many valuable manufcripts, in 
the ancient language of Iran, ftill exift 
in that country, and may yet rew'ard- 
the labours of fome inquifitive and 
ingenious traveller. 
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From three fine copies of this ad- 
mirable work,* I have derived much 
curious information. I have occafion- 
ally ufedj alfo^ the two Perfian abridg- 
ments of this work ; the firft of which 
M. Anquetil du Perron ftyles •* TavU'^ 
*• rikb du Scbab Namab,*'^ an epitome, 
by Tavakbol Hojfeini j this is, however, 
the work ufually denominated Mun^ 

* One of thefe is peculiarly beautiful ; a very 
large folio, written in Ferfia, and decorated with a 
variety of moft fplendid and extraordinary paintings: 
what it originally coft in Iran, I cannot afcertain ; 
but it appears from a note^ that one thoufand rupees, 
(about I col.) were paid for it in Bengal. 

+ ** Tavarikh du Schah Namah, abreg^ rare et 
'* precieux," &c. Zendavefta^ Tom, I. Appendix 
Dxxxvi. The learned Wabl, in his ** Altes und 
Neues Vorder and Mittel Afieftf" &c. (p. 203, 204) 
has confounded this with the Shah Nameh Ne/r, 

hereafter mentioned. 
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tekbyb Shah Namb^ A^U 
or Muntekbyh SbemJbir^Kbani, jAiSky& 
/^UiL compofed by Tavakol Beig, and 
ctedicaced to Sbemjbir Kbani it con- 
tains, in almoft every page, fomc verfea 
ef the original Sbab Nameb. The other 
abridgment is that quoted by the 
learned Hyde, in his Relig. Veter. Per^ 
Jarum^ as *^ rarijfimus liher,'* in titled 
Shab Nameb Nefr, ^ ^U oLi This 
work was compofed for the ufe of 
Dr. Hyde, bydefire of the Englilh 
Agent at Surat^ The Farfi, whom he 
fffiployed, mentions this circumftance 
in the preface, and in fome wretched 
verfcs which he has fubjoined at the 
end : the abridgment, however, is very 
ingenioufly executed, in the moft pure 
and eafy profe. Of this work, whiph 
is preferved in the Britifh Mufeum^ 



j 
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there did not extfta fecond copy until 
lobtained permiffion to tranfcribe it.* 

Of Nizami*fi five poems^f three af- 
ford fome curious matter: .the Sekander 
Nameb, A^li ^cXiXwa or Hiftory of 
Alexander—the f==^ ^^^^** Hefi 
Peigur or Seven Forms, containing the 
romance ofJSabaram Gour — ^nd Kbo/m 

• Some cxtradb from the. Sbab Namah Ne/r 
have been publilhcd in the Oriental Colledtions — 
As I have nearly tranflated the whole work, it will 
probably be foon offered to the tovers of Perfian 
Antiquity and Romance. 

f A £xth poem is fometimes added to the 
^iT gju m Ff-ui Tnafuns of Nmam, at hi» 
works are emphatically ftykd. Of thefc, I flwB 
htieafter give a fall account ; Mowiag the mflft 
aneieiit of three fine copies in my own CoUcftioiv 
trinferibed A, Heg, 767, (A. IX 1365O 
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Sbireen, [J^.jf^ Jf*^ ^^ *^ ^^^ ^^ 
Kbofru Parviz and his celebrated mif- 
trcfs Sbireen^^thc Aineb Sekandery^ 
^ iOJLCm AajI or Mirror of Alex^ 
tf»i^r, by JE/w/V Kbofru-^zvid the c^yiii 
(CicXaXw A^U Kberd Nameb Sekan^ 
dery^ Alexander's Book of Wifdomy by 
the celebrated Jami, furnifh fome paf- 
fages on the Macedonian Conqueror's 
hiftory. 

From the Bebarijlan, and other 
works of the voluminous Jami^^ I have 

* Befides copies of this author's works in 
diftindl volumes^ I am fo fortunate as to pofTeft 
the whole> confining of forty difierent compofitions 
in profe and Terfe> Arabick and Perfian^ aU 
uni&rmly written, and bound in one large volume ; 
tranfcribed with fuch exquifite accuracy and ele* 
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extra&ed many curious illuflrations ; 
ibme alfo I have found fcattered 
through the various works of Fend" 
eddin Attar y fuch as hisCjlvX)!^!^ 
Jouahir Alzat^-^^y^s^ Jf*^ Kbo/rz 
Gul — v--^AxJI qUwJ Lefan al GhaHh"^ 
jaUI V— XLa^ Mantuk al Tair^ and 
the others. 

Belides the work of Emir Kbo/r» 
above mentioned, his jvv**' ^ ^^* 
Speber-^^'^i'^i^ OuSk* He/lbt Bebi/ht-^ 
J f ^ ^ {J^.jt^ Sbireen Kbofru^ &c# 
afford hiftorical matter ; alfo the Bof« 
tan, Guliftan^ Rifalehs, and other com* 
politions of ^^^/— the ji^ ^l^ Jaum^ 

gance, and illuminated in fuch a fplendid manner, 
that one of its late pofleflbrs paid for it, in the Eaft, 
a fum nearly equivalent to 140 guineas* 
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i-Jemt ox Cttp tf yei»/beii, by Adtedi-^ 
the Hadiket of Senai, (^U*»* A J r -Oofc.^ 
the ij^^yX^ Mefnmi aS Gelaledhi 
Rmmii and many otiicr poetical work» 
whicti the limits c^ tkb Preface wilt 
Boc atlow me to enmnerate. 

The geographical treati&9, from 
which I have chiefly derived my illuf- 
trations, are^ that admirable workj the 
Nazbat al Colouh, V^^AiJl C^^ by 
Hamdallid} Mnfttm^^ whom M. D'Her-* 
belot ftyies *' Le Geograpbe Terjatu*^ 
i^ly^ J UJUi^ The Mejalek u 
Afc/nwfc**— 4he \^ liiXAiJ I 



• ••■ 



^ Of this moil viiluable work I have given a 
fiiort defcription in the Appendix : my tranflation 
of it will, I hope^ be ready for publication in four 
or five months* 
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Ajaieh al iuldan^^the A^U ) \jf^Sbiraz 
Nameb ; a mod curious and rare manu« 
fcript, quoted by Kaempfer in his 
Amcenit. £a'(7/.*— the wJi'l cr^A* Heft 
Aklim—tht <^\jd}\ vJuibsu Tabkikb 
al Irab, a geographical diAionary^ by 
Mobammed Saduk Isfabanv — x}^^ Ajaieh 
al Makbloucat ^^^j^sss^l u^^bsvc— 

the cj^U*JI Axasu Tobfut al Irakein^ 
by the celebrated Kbacani^^thc Ajaieb 
at Gberaieb, VvJ^iJ' vV.lsvC— the 
geographical index at the end of Mirk- 
band's Rozet al iJi?//, aiid many others. 

In Philological explanations I have 
ufed a variety of manufcripts ; to enu- 
merate which, would extend this Work 

(* F* 301 ) I have reafon to believe that this cs^j 
is the fame which Kaempfer brought from Perfia. 

d 
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beyond the limits prefcribed: the 

principal of thefe^ however, are the 

di&ionaries or Ferbungs^ Intitled Je-- 
bangeeriy (^^\^^^\:^ j^l*y 

BorbanKatea'^^(iJI\ ^^^i^ Kajhf 
al Ij)gbat — iSjj^ Sururi — iS^-^^i^iJ 
Re/lb/di'^^lx}l\ v^.UJ Lutayef al 
Logbaf—'J^\jssi \jsxjBabr''aUyouabir^ 
&€• Many curious Philological Re- 
marks I have likewife found in mif- 
cellaneous works, fuch.as the Bebari 
Sekbun^ j^^^swj jS^^'^Sberab Sekander 
Namab, A^U^cX-JJCw — -A— the Ne* 

faias al Akbbar^ j^^^^\ {J^)^ — 
(^UL>» ^Ju Sberab Kbakani-^thQ 
CfjX^ I 9jf<^iS Zekbiret al Molouk — 
the C^^*^* ^^^\ Abklak Najeri-^ 
the (Jyta^ ^\jCij Wakaat Matoul — 
the (^Ix^w^LXj Negarijian of Jouini-^ 

a moft excellent work of the fame 

4 
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title, by M Gbuffari (author of the 
yeban Ara) ; and a third Negariftan^ 
by Alt hen Taifour Buftami. I muft 
iilfo acknowledge my frequent obli- 
gat ions to the Lyric k and Soufi Poets, 
for alliftance in my Hiftorical and 
Antiquarian Refearches. The alluiions 
of Anvariy Hafiz, Saieh, Naziri, Oorfi, 
Helah\ Firokbt\ Sbems ^ahrizi^ Ketnal 
addein Isfabani, and a multiplicity of 
others, to anecdotes of ancient Hiftory 
and Mythology, have fometimes ferved 
to illuftrate the mod obfcure paflages 
of the profe writers; even the dull 
and voluminous commentaries on the 
Koran, and unwieldy folios of Mo- 
hammedan Law, have not been with- 
out their ufe; and fomething has been 
extradled from the numerous works of 
fidtion and romance, which often ex- 
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hibit very pleafing reprefentations of 
Afiatick manners ; I allude to fuch as 

the C.5*^^Y**' -^ly' ^nvar Sobeily-^ 
the AhjU jjl> Khawer Nameb — the 
oiy^^fc^jA^I A^S Kiffeb Emir Hamzelh^ 
C^JiJ^J^->f^ Cbebar Derveiflb, the 
Four Dervtflbes'^th& A^li ^Ixiisu 
Bakhtyar Nameb-^thc u^^f^ ,0^^^^ 
Boftan^i-^Kbeyal — the LajJ^Um Negar 

Many topographical notes^ and in«p 
cidental references to the ancient 
Hiftory of Perfia, are fcattered through 
fome of thofe Tarikbs which contain 
the Annals of modern Mohammedan 
Princes ; among thefe are the Aulum 
Arai, C^IJT ^ ^ an Hiftory of the 
Abbajftdesy in three large volumes— 
|he i^J^ f^^ j^*^^ Tarikk 
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Aujim C«/— the a^LJ y^^ Akber 
ffameh — the A^Li jjxi? T^imour Nameb 
—the (SjJ^^^^-^^ Tebcat Timouri, 
&c. alfo in Biographical works and 
colledlions of Anecdotes, the various 
*|jtwJl SjJcXj ^uzkerreb al Sboara^ 
or Lives of the Poets — the Tarikb ehn 

Kbalkan, 0^^=*^ ^^ ^^^^^^f 
(^UX« J ^.J^^ Tarikb Barmekian-^ 
the \^j-t^y^^ (jwusuo Mujalis al 
Momenin, &c« 

There is another clafs of Manu- 
fcripts which I have attentively per- 
ufedj yet fparingly quoted ; becaufe^ 
though numerous, they afford but 
little, and even that little is of quef-- 
tionable authority: I mean thofe 
feeble compofitions in modern Per- 
ficky faid to be tranflations from the 
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ancient Z^»i.and Peblavi, whith Eu- 
ropean travellers procure from the 
Par/Is of Surat, and of which the 
learned Dr. Hyde and M. Anquetil 
du Perron have given us fufficient 
fpecimens. 

Had I not hopes of difcovering 
fome works of infinitely greater value 
than the Sadder, Erdaviraf Nameb, or 
the Zend^a^vejla, (as we have it in 
French) of Zoroafter himfclf, 1 Ihould 
coniider any further attention to the 
ancient dialeds of Perfia, as a mifap- 
plication of ftudy, and a wafteof time^ 
thefe, however, have contributed, with; 
the various manufcripts before men-« 
tioned, materials for my future work, 
of which the title will be nearly as 
follows : " Illuftratiom of Perfian Hif^ 
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•* tory and Antiquities"^or an attempt 
*' to reconcile the Ancient Hijiory and 
Chronology of Perfia (according to the 
dates and traditions, preferved in 
manufcripts of that country) with the 
'^ Hebrew, Greek, and Latin Records.** 

This work will comprife, 

I. An introduftory eflay on the 
ftudy of Perfian hiftory, antiquities^ 
and romance. 

IL A defcriptive catalogue of the 
manufcripts which have furniihed 
materials for the work. 

III. That fedion of the Leb nl 
^owarikb which contains the ancient 
Hiftory of Perfia, from Caiumuras to 



txxii PREFACE^ 

Tezdejerdi given in the original Pcf-^ 
fian» with an Englilh tranflation on 
the oppofite pages. 

IV. The Illuftrations, &c. ; in which 
are collected from all the manufcripts 
before enumerated^ the various tra- 
ditions and anecdotes of each king's 
reign i collated with thofe prefer ved 
in the Old Tcftament^ and in the 
works of Greek and Latin writers ^ 
chronological^ geographical^ and phi- 
lological obfervations^ &c» 

* 

V* An Appendix, confifling of fe- 

» 

veral mifcellaneous articles, chrono- 
logical tables^ extraAs from rare and 
ancient manufcripts, remarks on the 
antiquities of Perfepolis, examination 
of Zend and Peblavi manufcripts, fu- 
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neral rites, fire worfhip, Manichean 
and Mazdakian hereiies^ archery and 
horfemanfhip of the Perfians, mufick^ 
painting, fculpture, veftiges of He- 
brew and Greek in the Perfian lan- 
guage, &€• 

Such are the outlines of my future 
Work, which, if I can judge by the 
materials already colleAed, will form 
two large quarto volumes, each con- 
taining at lead 400 pages, befides 
maps and views^ plates of infcriptions, 
medals and gems, engraved alphabets 
of ancient charaders, and fpecimens 
of writings facjsmiles from miniatures 
in manufcripts, &c. 

I (hall not here enumerate the 
Greek and Latia works which I have 
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cxaitiined and collated; but I muft 
acknowledge my frequent obligations 
to the Authors of Hebrew Scripture, 
— obligations^ indeed^ more frequent 
than thoie can poflibly imagine who 
have only fkimmed the furface of 
Oriental Literature, or plucked its 
flowers without gathering the fruits : 
I was myfelf furprifed to find the mod 
ancient and authentick of the Perfian 
hiflorians, prove, unconfcioufly, no 
defpicable commentators on the Bible* 

Of thefe hifh)rians> many allude to, 
and defcribe as ftill viiible in their 
days, various ilupendous and inte-* 
reding monuments of antiquity, un-^ 
noticed by Europeans. To afcertain 
whether they exifl at prcfent, and to 
fatisfy fome doubts on the fubje(H: of 
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thofe already defcribed by travellers^ 
I haverefolved to vifit Perlia (if Pro* 
vidence continue to blefs me with life 
and heal th ) whenever fome neceffary do- 
jneftick arrangements^ and the Works 
on which I am now employed^ (hall 
have been completed. 

London> Augoftf 1799* 
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» The Tarikh Jehan Ara, \j\ (jj^^ which has 
fiirniihed materials for the following Workj is an 
odavo manufcript^ purchafed at Shiraz in the year 
1787^ by my ingenious friend. Captain William 
Francklin, author of the Tour to Perfia^ in which 
he has quoted it on the fubjed^ of Perfepolis. During 
his refidence in Bengal, it accidentally fell from a 
boat into the Ganges^ and a few words have been 
rendered illegible by the wet j where fuch occur 
in the following extra^, they are exprefled by af* 
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teriiks* On his return to England in 1^979 Cap. 
tain Francklin obligingly gave me this^ with many 
odier valuable manufcripts. The author is Cazt 
Ahmed al Ghuffarty c^UiUI <X«.s».1 ^^\3 of Caz- 
vin ; who, according to the Tarlkh Bedaooniy died 
on his return from the pilgrimage to Mecca, when 
fetting out from Daibuf, Anno Hegirae 975, 
(A. D. 1567.) 

He was alfo author of the Neganftan ; a moil 
excellent compilation of hiftorical anecdotes, of 
which I am fb fortunate as to pofTefs a fine copy, 
written by his own hand, and replete with his 
marginal notes; it is a large od^avo manufcript, 
and was brought to Europe by Jonathan Scott, Efq* 

From the Jehan Ara, which contains a genera} 
Hiftory of Afia, Patriarchs, Prophets, Jews, Ara- 
bians, Perfians, Kings of Tartary, Hindooftan, &c* 
from the earlieft times till the year of the Hegira 
972, (of Chrift 1564), I Ihallhave occafion to give 
various extrads in a future Work, 
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THE FIRST CHAPTER OF THE 

SECOND SECTION OF THB 

TARIKH JEH AN ARA, 

Containing the history of thb Persian 
kings before mohammedanism* 



1.1 



J!^i^<i 



^1 J\ Jj3 ^ (J^JU 



*.'^ ^* eH r*^ CH <^^^*^_^'.CiH 

/Jou oUnXXj lj-JlL^I ^X*JI 



EPITOME 



OF THB 



Ancient Hiflory qfPerJia. 



THE FIRST DYNASTY, 

Or^ The eleven Peifhdadian Kings^ 
who reigned 2450 Tears. 



I . Caiumurai — the fon of Dula- 
ved, the fon of Ameem, the fon of 
Arfakhlhad, the fon of Sam, the fon 
of Noah, to whom be peace. His 
fumame was Gbil-Jhab^ which figni« 

A a 
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JUi i^j\ cJOoU *lJIl ^^\j 




^ *ilti (>>u (J^ ^z?^ 



(^y*! i^Jj^J i^s^*^ J ^r'^ 

* The compound Ghiljbah, according to the 
Ferfian idiom, may'alfo fignify *^the King form" 
fd of Clay.^* The Magians afltoi that Caiu^* 
muras was the firft man ; and fome have fupr> 
pofed him to be the King of Elamj^ mentioned 
in Geneiis xiv. Thus, Adam, Dlt^ from red 
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fies the " Lord, or King of Clay.** 
He reigned thirty years. The cities 
of Iftakhar inFars, Damavand, and 
Balkh, were founded by him. 

a. Houjheng — ^the fon of Siamek, 
the fon of CaiumuraSo He was fur- 
named Peijhdad ; and is faid to have 
built, the cities of Sus and Shufler in 
Khuziftan. His reign was of forty 
years. 



3. Tahmuras — ^the fon of Houf« 
heng. His fumame was Nejeib^ and, 
according to fome, Refavend^ which 

clayTXCnXK (Pagnin. Robertf. Clavis Pentat. &c.) 
Perhaps a refemblance may be found betweeq 
Caiumuras and "IDJ^y^lD Chedorlaonurn 



s 
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U*1>^J o'^"^v* jO^^ lJ'^ Os^iXi^ 






y tH 



* Of this city, fuppo(ed to be the ancient 

J^erfepoUsf it does not appear that anjr vefUges 

liow remain, except the ruins of Chehil minar, 

Jj^ J^ or the " Forty Pillars /" which the 

flfiodem Pedians generally call Tahht-i-Jem^ 

field, Ju&r'^ *^^^ " ^^ if^rone of Jimfheld:^ 
See the fiontifpiece* 
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fignifies ** Armed at all points ;^^ but 

he is generally known by the title of 

Dive^bend. The cities of Amol in 

Mazanderan, Isfahan, and Babylon, 
are monuments of his greatnefs , He 

reigned thirty years* 

4» Jem — the fon of Houfhengj 
was fumamed Sheid^ the meaning of 
which is ** brightnefs^ ox fplendour .^ 
The years of his reign were feven 
hundred. The veftiges which remain 
of him, are the cities of Hamadan 
and Toos ; alfo Iftakhar, the building 
of which he completed « 

5 . Piurqfp — the fon of Merdafp, 
the fon of Rikavend, the fon of Barf« 
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La (^^^JV. ^-^o^i Vt*-« "-i^ivwl 

,^ JjfooZl J^LjOir J^UTJf 



JO 
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*0^.' LH (J^t^ tiH OJ^/ 
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* I beg to advife very critical readers (few 
others, I believe, will take much intereft in 
the matter) that the pedigrees of thofe early 
Kings are differently recorded in various manu- 
fcripts, and extremely obfcure in alL 
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ereh, the Ton of Nah, the fon of Fe* 
ifEvait the foa of Siamek^ the fon of 
Caiumuras ; he was the fon of Jem- 
fhekl'i fijiier, and called ZoJbac, which 
m the Aiabick language i$ DobaCi X 
and fignifies ** Majier^ or horV^ Of . 
his works, the Kenek or Tower pf 
Babel is one. The time of his do* 
minion was a thoufand years • 

» 

6. Fm(/(W«— *<h€ fon of Abteen, 
the fon of Aican, the fon of Jem- 
fheid ; he was fumamed Mouid^ and 
fome ftyled him Caiy which fignifies - 
•' pure^** free from blemifh, and ap- 
proaching to fpiritual perfeftion. Fe- 
ridoun was the firfl who received fo 
honourable a title. The ramparts and 

B 
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"• Or Nudaryj^^ according to the Tarikh 
Gozidehf and other manufcripts. 

t In my copy of the Tebkat Nqfferi it is 
written *£^b Dadjhems in fome Tarikhs^ 
alfoj Zadjhem. 
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ditches of towns were devifed by 
him. He reigned fiv^ hundred years. 

khoor, the fon of Deiruk, the fon of 
Serdfuk, the fon of Irek, the fon ot 
Sek, the fon of Refek, the fon of 
Ferkourak, the fon of Iretch, the fon 
of Feridoun. His fumame was jF/- 
rouz j and his reign of one hundred^ 
and twenty years. 

8. Nuzer — the fon of Manuche- 
her J was fumamed Azadeh. He 
reigned feyen years. 

9. Afrqfiab—{this name fignifies 
the wings or fails of a mill) ; was the 
fon of Pefhunky the fon of Rad- 

B a 
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* More correfUy D^^ ^ /o^; alluding to 
thofe ftreams or branches of the river Tigris 
which the Arabians call Zaiiw, (j^|) or tbQ 
TmMh 
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fhem, the fon of Tour, the fon 
of Feridoun. His reign over Perfia 
lafted twelve years. 

io« Zav^^hc fon of Tahmaip, 
the fon of Manucheher. Of his 
works 9 is that canal in the province 
of -Diarbekir known by the name of 
Aub'^i'^Zab^ or ** the waters ofZav.^^ 

He reigned five years. 

'- ^ • 

1 1 . Gurjhojf^ — the fon of Zav, 
After the death of his father, exer^^ 
cifed for fix years the imperial func«^ 
tions. With him the honours of the 
Feifiidadian race became extind:. 

• Or Gur/hafp. .^Ji&j!S' The Arabians no| 
having in their alphabet the Perlian P, fub? 
ftitute for that letter an F, or B ^ and fome- 
times a T, 
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* ^-i 



CH ^ ^:^? vU (:H *^^j^ 

* yehan Pehlavan became a title of diftinc- 
t}on : It was equivalent (fays the Leb altouarikhj 
to the modem title Emir al omrab, or Chief of 
the Nobles. 
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SECOND DYNASTY. 

Of the ten Caianian Kings ^ wbofi 
Empire Iqfied /even hundred and 
thirty 'four Tears. 



I. Cai Kohad — the fon of Zab, 
the fon of Zav, the fon of Tahmafp ; 
he was fumamed Cai (or Ky), which 
iignifics ** mighty.^* In his time the 
river Jihon (the Oxus) was the boun- 
dary between Iran and Touran (Perfia 
and Tartary) ; and Ruflam the fon 
of Zal flourifhed; the mod illuf- 
trious hero of the world. Isfahan 
was the feat of his empire ; and he 
reigned one hundred years. 



? 
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t ivr^otf/? alludes to an ancient tradition that 
Nimrod and JCiatf j were the fame. 

J CaJlcd alfo c^^yb JJ TM-sferkoun, 
tMConfiqg to the Tarikh-modgem : it was a 
lofty pile or he:^ ercfted at Babel, for the pur- 
pofe of aftronomical obfervations, by this Kautp 
or Nimrod. . » 
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a* Cai'Kaus — the fon of Cai- 
Kobad i his fumamc was Nimurd^ 
which, in the Arabick language, is 
lam yemat^ or immortal^ corruptly 
altered into Nimrod. Having, from 
the excefs of foolifli pride, endea- 
voured to afcend into the heavens^ 
borne aloft in an ark (or throne) on 
the wings of eagles j-f- from this he 
vainly * * * * One memorial 
of him is Afiar, in Mefopotamia. 
His reign was of an hundred and 
fifty years. 

3. Cai'Khofru — the fon of Sia- 

t In the manufcript, Kergus^ a ^sibulous bird 
of immenfe fize, refembling in many refpeds 
the Phoenix. (See Oriental Collections, Vol. 
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^^^3:?^ yi^ Oiiilii i:;.yA^* ^ 



II* No. I. p. 96.) According to Ferdoufi 
in the Shah-Namehy the birds which Kaus em- 
ployed, were c-»lSc »— -* y^""g Eagles. The 
whole fable originated, probably, in the fondnefs 
of this King for aftronomical Audies ; as he 
declared that he would explore the fecrets of the 
fpheres, " and reckon one by one the ftars of 
Heaven." Ferdoufi, 
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vefh, the fon of CaKKaus j he was 
fumzmcd Humaioun ; and his mother 
was Ferankis, the daughter of Afra- 
fiab. Having at laft, with the ailifl- 
ance of Piran Veifeh, penetrated 
into Perfia, he flew Afrafiab, in re- 
venge for the death of his father. 
He governed during lixty years. 

4. hohrasf^ * (or Lohrqfp) — ^fon 
of Arvend-fliah, fon of Cai-Nifheen, 
the fon of Cai^Kobad : from his ori- 
ginal refidence in the city of Balkh, 
he was fumamed Balkbi. Of his 
inftitution, is the eftablifhment of 

* Our author in this namey and in Gujbtafpf 
afieds the AraUan mode of writiiig, by whidi 
the Perfian P is changed into F. 

C % 
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cXu9 QKjdU CJcXo Oi»Ml Jk2j 



C^UMJU 



o^j j"^ ^U)l cXjU ^^;^. cXj^ 

* According to the Zertujht Namehy Zoro- 
after was of the race of Fcridoun ; his father's 
name Pourjhafpf «^aamUm^. and his mother's 
Deghdu or Doghdoui. 

^yj Ai fy^sZ^ l^dj^ Ci->b^ 



*>* 
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military ftipends. His reign lafted 
an, hundred and twenty years. 

5. Gujhtasf, (or Kijhtafp) — ^the 
fon of Lohrafp , was ftyled Hirbed^ 
or the Minijler of Fire. In his time 
Zerdulht, whofe family name was 
Daada^ pretended to the gift of pro- 
phecy. The caftle of Samarcand is 
one of the works which remain of 
Guflitafp, who reigned an hundred 
and twenty years. 

6. Cai'ArdeJhir* — ^generally called 

• Artaxerxes Longimanus^ or M«Kpox«»e«— 
From fome curious paiTages in Taban, he ap- 
pears to be the Ahafuerus of Scripture, who 
'' reigned from India even unto Ethiopia, over 
*' an hundred and feven and twenty provinces." 

ESTHER, I. 
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j' ^l^T Jl e>V ^^ *^^ 

* Pcrfia is not, I fear, the only country 
whofe ancient annals are ftdned by the regifiry 
of imperial inceft. Thofe who, in defiance of 
chronology, fuppofe Queen Homai to be Sitni- 
ramisy may here iind an additional argument in 
fevour of their identity. 
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BaJbmanf the fon of Asfendiar, the 
fon of Guflitafp ; he was fumamed 
Dirazde/f. One of the remaining 
memorials of him is Bandukvar^ in 
Fars. He reigned an hundred and 
twelve years. 

7. Homai — the daughter of Bah- 
man; was furnamed Azadcbehen 
The veftigcs of her are the tboufand 
columns at IJiakhar^ and the city of 

^ 

Jerbadoan. Her reign lafted thirty- 
two years, 

8. Darab — ^his father was Bah- 
man, and his mother Homai, the 
daughter of Bahman. The memo- 
rials of him are the inftitution of 
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^1 (jS^ vb'^ eH b'^ 

* Berdaaf according to fome romances, was 
the Shehrizenan .Aj'y^ or City of fFomen, 
the capital of Nujbabah, Queen of the Ama- 
zons. This place is defcribed as a terreftrial 
paradife by Nizami, in his Secander Nameh. 

kc. gy^ jXo [&y^ 
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poft-horfes and couriers . The length 
of his reign was twelve years; and 
his title was Akben 

9. Dara^ {Darius) — the fon of 
Darab; he was fumamed Afgher. 
The city oi Ebhef was founded by 
him i and he reigned fourteen years. 

10* Secander-'^h.c fon of Darab, 
the fon of Bahman ; he was called 
2iuU*Karnein. His mother was the 
daughter of Philip the King of 
Greece. In philofophy he was the 
pupil of Ariftotle. The veftiges re- 
maining of him, are the cities of 
Herat, Berdaa in Aran, and Alex* 
andria. He reigned over Perfia four* 

D 
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• Shihr-zour. Between Holvan and Af?/^/: 
it it called hf the modem Turks ShehrzouL 

t It is not fiirprifii^ that the Perfian tra- 
ditions on the life of Alexander Ihould be 
vague and difcordant, fince the Greek hiftorians 
acknowledge the obfcurity of this fubjedt. " Of 
<* Alexander," (fiiys Arrian> Proem,) " various 
^' perfons have lecorded various things ; nor U 

* 

** there any one of whofe hiftory there have 
** been more writers, or writers more difa- 
" greeing ono'with another." •wi«* ftw K hMm 

S t^viifunrt^i «« •xXflXwf. OuT Perfian auth(^ 
has followed Ferdoufi in defcribing Alexander 
fts the fon of Darab> by a daughter of Philip ; 
but the moce ancient and autbentick Tatarif 
({ecl^es bim the Macedonian monarch's fon ^ 
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teen years. His death happened at 
the city of Zour; and the place of 
his interment was Alexandria. 



and Nizam adopU this tradition, rejeding two 
others on the fubje£t, '' tales which want con- 
** firmation, in the vanity of whofe ftory there 
*' is no truth." 



(3* 



(See Perfian Miicellanies, p. 79.} All the 

ft 

Eaftem traditicms, compared with thoTe of the 
Greek and Latin writers, I (hall offer to the 
publick in a " Htftory tf AlexandirC* 
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• The kings of the various provinces, among 
whom Alexander divided the Perfian Empire, 
Of thefe were the Jr/acides, or Parthian Kings. 
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THIRD DYNASTY. 

Account of the Kings called Molouk 
?J towayuf , divided into two Sec- 
tions. 



Section I, 

Of the twelve Afhkanian Kings, who 
reigned an hundred and Jixty-five 
Tears. 

I. jijhek — the fon of Dara, fur- 
named Afgher. During the tranf- 
adtions of his father's reign he was a 
child at Rey . Having taken up arms 
againft Antakhafh* the Grecian, 
he flew him after a battle; and de- 

* Antiochus, 
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* « * * a^jj oos^T jjuoij »y 

^L*» otilJlj (jMwCLp otXeT 

t Our author, or more probably the tran- 
fei^r of the maiHifcript, has omitted in thi§ 
place Sbapaur, ,^tw Sapores, who fuoceeded 
Aihek, and reigned,, according to the Leb al 
towartkhy fix years ; or fixty, according to others,, 
who place the birth of Chpift in his time* 
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feated Conftantine the Grecian, Who 
had come to feek revenge. * * * * 
And Afhek made himfelf pre-emi- 
nent among the other kings ; and 
reigned fifteen years^ 

2. AJhek—ihe> fon of Afliek, the 
fon of Dara. In his time the chil- 
dren of Ifrael put to death the pro- 
phet Zachariah, to whom be peace ! 
for which he punifhed them. He 
was king fix years. {^Succeeded by 
Shapour, the third iirtg.) 

4. Baharam— the fon of Shapour, 
reigned eleven years. 

5 . Pa/a/h^-* the fon of Bahaiam^ 
like wife reigned eleven years. 
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• Sir William Jones, in his " Short Hiftoiy 
of Perfia," (the objed of which was me^ly to 
prepare the reader for that of Nadir Shah,) has 
hot thought it neceflary to mention the riames 
of more than the firft and laft monarch of tbfc 
Afhkanian Dynafly. The annals of this period 
are, indeed, very obfcure, yet not uninterefting ^ 
their obfcurity feems to demand illuftration« 
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6^ HomwzJ — ^the fon of Fala(li|^ 
reigned fixteen years, 

7. iVijfyf— thefonof Palafli, foot- 
teen years. 

S. Firouz-^the fon of Hormuzd, 
feventeen years. 

9. Pa/ajh — ^the fon of FirouZ, 
reigned twelve years •* 

10. K&o/ru'^thc fon of Molad; 
the fon of Narfi, eight years. 

* According to a veiy curious manufcripC 
Tarikh (of which I have not yet been able to 
afcercain the ^ title or the z\xxhot)JS ^^a 
C^mS ^'^ISI j< " The city of Lar (in Laiiftan) 
IRras founded by him." 
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* This ion of Kaus^ accordii^ to that «x* 
cellcnt diftionary, the Ca/h/^al-hgha/^ an4 
^h$r WQrli^ was properly called v»i^o />r 
riborz. 



I. ^ 
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i I • Pa/ajk^^'^hc fon of Pabttij 
the fon of Firouz, twenty-two years. 

'I 

I % . Ardavan — the j^n of Palaihaft» 
reigned thirteen years. 

Sbcttpm II. 

"Of the eight Afgliaiiiaii Kings (or/econd 
\ Race of the third Dynaftj} proc^edin^ 

from Dezieb Ferherz, the fon ofKaus. 

Their empire lafied an hundred and 

fifty 'three years. 



i^ Ardavarh^ikt fpn of Afhegfc 5 

having revolted againft the Aihka- 
nians, fnatched the fovereignty frooai 
their l^ao^s^ ^^ leigned twmtj-thiee 
years. 
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* In the manufcrlpt ^^ Htri : an error 
which I have corrected on the authority of 
■Kaffkak Khant the Leb-at-towarikht &c. 
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«• JSTifr^^— the foa of Aflicgli, 
was king fixteen years. 

3. Valajh^^^t ion of Afliegh^ 
reigned twelve years. In his time 
the holy perfonage Jefus was bom. 

4. Gudarz — the fon of Palafh, 
the fon of Afhegh ; his reign laflcd 
thirty years. Some fay that Zacha^ 
riah, on whom be peace J exiAed in 
his days. 

5. Narjt — the fon of Gudarz, 
reigned twenty years* 

6. Gudarz — ^the fon of Narfi, ten 
years. 
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cXi dJJL^ o'^W j^^' UCi:si^ 

• Narfi reigned fifteen years, according to 
tJift Hiibih al feir ; and (j^XcjjC^ tl3^3 -^ 
ei^j.^ Ci,>V:».' ^^^' (jj^Jl; ** during Ml 
'^ reign the Gceeks attempted to invade Pcifiau*^ 
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7* Narjiy the fon of Narfi, reigned 
eleven years^ 

8. ^rdavan^^^t fon of Narfi, 
after a reign of thirtjr-one years, was 
(lain in a battle with Arde(hir-Ba-i 
began ; and the third Dynafty of 
Perfian Kings became extindt with 
him.* 

* I muft acknowledge, in the ^ords of 
P*Herbelot, "que cet endroit eft le plus em- 
^* l^arraffe & le plus obfcur de toutc Thiftoire 
^ de Perfe." (Art. Afchganian.J Yet I thii* 
it pofiible, by a minute examination of the 
Gre^y Latin, and Perfian writers, to reconcile 
the various traditions with biftorical and du9» 
aolpgical troth. 
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• There are feveral towns, according to the 
Mefakk'U'Memaleky which fome reckon as be« 
longing to Fars ; others to Kirman. The 
learned Wahl^ in his excellent map of Perfia, 
places Babek at the Fars fide of the line which 
Avides theie provinces. 
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FpujiTH DYNASTY, 

Account of the Race g/^Saffan, called 
alfo Akafreh*. Thirty^one Kings ^ 
who reigned five hundred and 
twenty-^ven Tears. 

I. jirde^ir BoAsg^iVr^th^ fop of 
Sailan. The agme of SafTan con- 

» 

tinued for feventeen generations, from 
Bahm^i the fon of Asfendi^jr. He 
was fumamed Babegan from his ma- 
ternal grandfather, who bujlt jhe city 
pf 6»bec in Kerman ; he reigned 
forty years. Among the meniorials 

* Or the Kefris ; an Anibick plur^ (oomipt) 

F 



( 4« ) 
J U-J^ *VJ^ yt^^'^J j' J^'^ 
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* Ardejhir Khuzeh, or Khureh, called alfo 
Jawr^ and Firuzahad. 

t This king, whom we call Artaxares^ 
" came forth," (fays Talari) " and dwelt in 
" Iftakhary when, after the reign of Alexander, 
" four hundred years hadelapfed ; or, according 
« to the Chriftians, five hundred and twenty ; 
<* or, according to the Magians, two hundred 
<< andfixty-fix. 
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which remain of him, are the cities 
of ' Ardefhir Khouzeh in Pars, and 
Guafhir in Kerman, and Ahwaz in 
Khuziftan. 

a. Shapour — ^the fon of Ardelhir i 
his fumame was THrdeb ; he reigned 
thirty-one years. Of his works arc 
Koureh-Shapour in Pars, Nifliapour 
in Khoraflan, Shad-i-Shapour in Caf- 
vin, and Jond-i-Shapour in Khuzi- 
ftan.* 

3. i/c^rw^^— fon of Shapour; he 
was furnamed Batel^ and reigned 

* Texeira, ifrhofe Spanifh epitome of il^rl- 
houd is particularly erroneous and defedtive in 
the Sajfanian hiftory, places Shapour (XapurJ 
before Ardefliir. {'Relaciones, i^c. p. 1 1 7O 
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♦ J?^jrA^?rtfOT—- called Varatas -and Vnrarami 
by die Greek and Ladn writers. 
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two feBa$. Ram-Hormu^^ in KhtK 
ziftah, was built by him* 

4. Baharam — ^the fdn of Hormuz ; 
bis fumame was Dergar ; and he 
reigned three years aqd three months. 

5. Bdbdram — the fon of Baharam ; 
he was ^ItdilShabendeh^ i.e. upright, 
juft; iand reigned twenty years, 

6. B^A^r^;w— the fon of Baharam^ 
his fiimat!^ was SeiftattSbab ; and 
his jeign lafted fourteen months. 

7. Nar^l^'^tht dm of Baharam^ 
the fon of Baharam; his title was 
Kakhjerkan^ Me reigned nine years. 
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* Tabari's very curious account of the battles 
and treaties between Saporesy and Julian (the 
apoftate) and his fucceffor Jovian, throws con- 
fiderable light on the Greek and Latin hiftories 
of thofe eniperors-^(See Zofimus^ Ammian. 
Marcellinus, &c.) 

t Maniy Manes ; founder of the Manichean 
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8. Shapour — the fon of Hormuz i 
his fumame was Huheh Sina, that is, 
the breaker^ or piercer of Jhoulders \ 
and the Arabians ftyle him Dbu^ 
PeSlaf bccaufe he caufed their Ihoul- 
der blades to be pierced and broken. 
Manl the painter exifted in his time, 
and, affuming the character of a pro- 
phet, exhibited as miraculous the 
tablets called Arzenk^ fo admirably- 
painted, that all the faireft objedls on 
the face of the earth, in comparifon 
with thefe reprefentations of them, 
feeftied to fade away. Alfo, among 

herefy ; the hiftoiy of wMch has been ably ih- 
veftigated by the learned Beaufobre. Sonne 
curious anecdotes, however, of this herefiarch 
and impoAor, flill lurk in Periian manufcripts. 
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oj^j <S<^ o*t»Wj (S^i^ji 



JJi^ J^^ji yi^^J 



* Having been bom after his Other's deaths 
Ae years of his reign correfpond to thofe of his 
life. Thi« is noticed by Sizarus^ in his excel- 
lent compilation " Rerum Perjicarum Hijioriay* 
(p. I X 2.) ** cum tot annos regnaflct, qi^ 
** etiam vixerit," (feventy years, accc^'ding to 
this hiftorian.) Our writers place the djeath pf 
Sapores in the year of Chrift 380. 
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the rare produ&ions of his ingenuity, 
was a certain fhirt, which whilft he 
wore he was vifible ; having taken it 
ofF^ he became in vifible : he was at laft 
put to death by the hand of Sha- 
pour. The menlorials of this King 
are the city of Cazvih, and Toureb 
Shapour^^ which is ilfo called Ofker- 
ihekerrum . He reigned feventy-t wo 
years » 



9» ArdeJhir-^x^M brother of Sha* 
poiu*, was fumamed yemil^ and 
reigned ten years* 

* My cqpies of the i/^-oltf m aful A/#zi&iif 4f 
Cohuhf write it differently. The former fay% 
that this city was called T^JUtir for NiJhkirJ 
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^Um 9OJAM1 Qj£;A.U^olii^Uj^^^ 






r^^i /^t- J>ju ^ c>^0^. 

^er; 9, f<m) of 7<iibwnu>. but-dut having fallen 
«9 decay, OJ^U 0,^.?*?^- iJ^X^Sfiji j^\A, 

'V Icdaf caufed it to be rebuilt, and called it 
** Mourage Shc^mr. * 

^ The reign of^Babaram has fumifhed fub* 
je^for a variety of entertaining and carious 
rofnan^esi both in proTe and verfe ; fuch as tbk 
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Zu'ledtaf J his tide was Kerman^ 
Jhahi and his reign of thirteen years. 

II. Tezdejeri — ^who, according to 
the greater number of hiftorians, fuc- 
teeded Saiharam ; was fumamed, in 
the Perfian language, Zefet^ and Be-- 
zekurdi in die Arabidk, Jtbim and 
'Mijerum. He I'eigned «wenty-one 
years and a half* 

I a. Baharam-^^t fon of Yez- 
dejerdt; his fumame was Gour. He 



j.L{ iTJl^ Heft petgur of Mzo^yii; the Oi^ 
«<2J^ J7(/&/ Behijktdi Emir Khfri^ the Oi* 
^mU H<// A^nfar of /&//}!; the JC^ 
Sahanm ^Gwr^ ^ ^j^ au«» and othcw ; 
befides his hiftory in the Shah Nameh. 
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t The IJdtgertes of the Greek, and Ladn 
vrilersy who change the names of his fucceflbm 
i|;^ fiomUfdaSp Pervzih BkfeSf Balujes^ Of 
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was a valiant warrior, a jufl: tnaiit 
imd a lover of feflivity and fport. 
His reign lafled iixty-three years* 

13. Tezdejerd — the foo of Baha- 
lam i he was fly led Sipab^ft ; and 
the years of. his reign were eighteen. 

14. Hormuz — the fon of Yezde- 
jerdi his fumame was Fir%aneb$ 
and his reign of one year. 

15. F/r(?^2— the fon of Yezdc- 
jerd ; he was ftyled Murdaneb. One 
of his works is Firouz Babaram^ 
in Rey. He reigned ten years. 

« 

HohqJass CahaJeSf or Cavades ; ZamaJ^s^ 
QfofroeSf &€. (Vide Piocop* Agath. Bizar. &c.} 
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• Written alfo(^l|^xii^ Nujbirvan. The 
rukis of his magnificent palace, the ifiV^vi 

(^>!^1 or TaHk'i'Ke/n, iSytS 6Lb are ftill to 
"be ieen near Madaien (the ancient CtefiphmJ 
on the banks of the Tigris. 
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!$• Palajh^''i^c fan of Firouz^, 
his title was Keranmaiebi and h\% 
cdgn laftqd five years. 

17. JKTo^tf^— the fon. of Fi^ou2; 
was fumamed Neekrai^ and reigned 
fixty-four years, Mazdak, the re- 
bellious founder of an heretical fed:^ 
c»fted in his time. The place call- 
ed Arjan Goureb in Gilouieh, and 
Hulwan^ are remains of his works* 

18. yamajp^—th^ fon q£ Firouz; 
was fumamed Nekarein. 

X 

19. K(?/rs^''^he fon of Kohad; 
his fumames were Anujhirvan^ and 
Molk d adel^ or the juft king. He 
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* According to the Zein al aihiar, he caufcd 
JUaxdak die here&rch to be flead alive $ and 
in the courfe of one day put to death eighty 
Aouland of his foUowera. 
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reigned forty-eight years; and our 
prophet (Mohammed) on whom be 
the bleffing of God ! was born in 
his time. In the eighth year after 
the birth of that holy perfonage, this 
upright monarch died : and veftiges 
of his works are at Roumieh in 
Madaien. 

20. Hormuz — the fon of Anu- 
fhirvan; his mother was Kakim, 
the daughter of the Khakan, from 
which circumibmce he was called 
Turizad; he was fo wicked > tyran* 
nical, and blood-thirfty, that in the 
twelve years of his reign, thirteen 
thoufand fix hundred perfons of il«* 

H 
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J:?;;^. (jh^ >•/ i:;^ V^ 

^pXJI aJ^ J^j jiiL^ e5^. 

^^^^ e^*^^ u^.^ bj' ^/^i^ 

♦ # * *yuj^jObv * ^ 



* « 



• The reign of iK&t/rn P«m«> like that of 
his prcdeceflfor Baharam Gour, afibrds many 
curious fubjeds of Romance. See ** the Lwes 
of Khofru and Shireen,*" tranflated by me from 
the Slmb Namh Nefr^ in the Oriental CoUeC* 
tions> Vol. !• p. 2i8> &c. 
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luffarious rank, amon^ the Periians, 
were put to death by his command* 
He was, himfelf, flain in the twen- 
tieth year after the birth (of Mo- 
hammed . 

21. -K^g/rw— the fon of Hormuz ; 
he was fumamed Parviz^ or the Vic-^ 
torious. In his time the prophet, 
to whom be peace ! entered on his 
divine miflion ; that holy pcrfonagc 
invited the king to the true faith, 
which he rcjeded, tearing in pieces 
the letter (of Mohammed.) * * * * 
And Perfia, from his magnifi- 
cence, and the fuperabundance of 
all neccflarics, arrived at the fummit 
of its glory. It is faid, amcmg other 

H a 
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• Tabari, whofe chronicle contains a chapter 
on the fubje£^ of this King's treafures, defcrib^ 
his celebrated horfe, Shebdiz^ the Bucephalus of 
Perfian romance, which he fays was brought 
originally from Greece ; and he adds, that hi$ 
figure was carved in Aone, by order of Khofruj 
9t Kirmanjbahan (Beifutoun.J. 
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matters, that he confbintly kept in 
bis palace fifteen thoufand female 
muficianSy fix thoufand houfehold 
officers, twenty thoufand five hun- 
dred horfes and mules for the faddle 
and for baggage; alfo, nine hundred 
and fixty elephants. Whenever he 
rode forth, two hundred perfons at- 
tended him, fcattering perfumes on 
every fide, whilfl: a thoufaindjekaijers 
(water carriers) fprinkled with water 
the roads which he was to pals. 
Among the works of ingenuity which 
he poflefled, was a certain cup, in 
which the quantity of water was never 
diminifhed, how much foevera per- 
fon drank of it; alfo, an (expanded) 
Jiand of ivory, which, whenever a 



yn 
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^JU.^ C^cX^T ^^ci As>^. jr 





e^^JI ^ J<-t Jji'l (^Og> 



t May — ^Anno Dom. 628. 
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child was bom to him, being im« 
mcrfed in water, clofed, and exhibited 
the conjundlion of ftars prcfiding at 
the infantas birth, and thus the horo* 
fcope was known : he had like wife a 
piece of pure gold, pliable and ibft 
as wax ; alfo a napkin, which, when 
foiled, and thrown into the fire, be-, 
came clean. In his time, white 
elephants brought forth young ones 
in Perfia. What perfon, in harnoo^ 
nious powers, refembles his mufician 
Barbud ? or, who in beauty is equal 
to his miftiefs Shireen ? At iaft, in 
the feventh hour of the night, on 
Tuefday the tenth of Jemad-al-awul, 
the feventh year of the Hegira, he 
was flain by the hand of his fon, 
Shirouieh* 
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j"^ (^bji* c^^ o<J^v*»*' (J*^ 



* This explains a pafTage in Mirkhondf 
the obfcurity of which is acknowledged by the 
learned De Sary, in his Htfloire des SaJfanideSf 
*« Je n'ai trouve aucuns renfeignemens fur le 
** mot Pourani.*' 
Mem« Sur diverfes Antic^. de la Perfe, p.^ 41 2» 



•^. 
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aa. Ko6aJ—^c fon of Khofru ; 
he was fumamcd Shirouieb^^ and 
lived fix months after his father* 

23. Ardejhir—\S\t fon of Shi- 
rouieh ; his fumame was Kpuchek ; 
his reign of one year and a half. 

24. Kefri-^iht fon of Kobad, the 
fon of Hormuz, the fon of Anufliir* 

« 

van, was furnamed Gd?^/^^. 

25. Pouran^dokbt — the daughter 
of Khofru Par viz, was ftyled AS^/^ifA* 

Meat cooked in a particular manner 

» 

* The Ferhung Sururif Borhan'Kattea, and 
other didlionaries, inform us that he was alfo 

^dled ^^tft Sharouieh^ 

I 
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oU ^ty^ Q;&jdU a)<^1£ jt 




/-« J«^ ;A=^' ^-^ O^ Jrlj);^ 

^ Our auAucor ha^ totally omitted tbe nanne 
of ya/bnukhf o Jsa^mo* who, by Mirkhond, and 
a few otherSf is (aid to have reigned a (hort 
dmc after Pauran-dokit. Some further omiffion 
6r enor appeait UkewMe ki dMs place, at at 
the beginning of the fourth Dynafly he vtmor 
tions 31 kingSi yet enumerates but 28* 



a. 
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is called Pourang\ after her. And 
the holy prophet in her time departed 
this life. Her reign lafted fix months. 

a6. Azermi-^dokht—ti^tt to Pou* 
ran«dokht» was fumamed Adeleh j 
and reigned four months. 

^7- FerM'Zad--''^{<M ofKhofra 
Parviz, was fumamed Bakhtyar% 
and reigned one month. 

28. Te%dej€rd^-^t\\t fon of Shahr-* 
yar, the fon of Khofru Parviz ; he 
is called Molk al akhir^ or the Iqfi 
King. He afcended the throne of 
the Perfian monarchs, in the month 

I 2 
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s. c^^.! JU ^ (^Oys^<yjj 

*Cvlj o^lyLlI jOu ^.cXS iJuL 

• Here properly ends the ancient hiftory of 
Perfia— -as the death of Yezdegerd was fol- 
lowed by the furrender of IJiakhar, and th^ 
other chief cities, to the Mufulmans. 
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Sefer of the eleventh year of the 
Hegira,* which is the beginning of 
the Yezdejerdean aera. As the true re- 
ligion had prevailed, and the Muful- 
mans by degrees reduced the power 
of Yezdejerd, he fled from their 
hands to Merou ; and there, in the 
month-f- Shehur, of the thirty-fecond 
year of the Hcgira, he was put to 
death : and with him the ancient 
race of the Perfian kings became 
extinA. 

• A. D. 632. 

t A. D. 652 — According to the Sulab 
Saduh^ the Tarikh Alfee^ and other works, 
this King's death happened in the 31ft "^^toi 
^he Hegira. 
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CSRONOLOGICAL REMARKS. 

Of the number of years afligned 
to the reigns of particular kings, 
the Perfian hiftorians fo confiderably 
difagree in their accounts » that any 
attempt to reconcile them, at prefent, 
would exceed the limits which I have 
prefcribed to this Epitome. Much 
confufion may have arifen from mif«« 
taking the years of a king's life 
for thofe of his reign; to what 
extent it has prevailed » will appear 
from the following general flatements 
of eachDynafty's duration, according 
to various records, differing in their 
calculations from the Tarikh ^eAan 
Ara^ 
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Thefirjl Dynafy, or the Fdfhda^ 
dian» lajied. 

According to an anonymous Tarikh; 
3441 years. 

Tarikh Hamzeh ben Hofein Isfa- 
han!, 2470 years. 

According to a manufcript catalogue 
of Ferfian kings, annexed to a 
fine copy of the Shah-Nameh, 
Britifli Mufeum (No. 5600) a48r 
years* 

Tarikh Behram Shah ben Murdan 
Shah, 3734 yeare. 

The Second Dynafty^ or the Caianian^ 
According to the manufcript cata- 
logue above' mentioned, 534 years, 
fix months. 
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Anonymous Tarikh, 684 years, fouf 

months . 
Tarikh Kapchak Khani, 75 2 years . - 
Anonymous, 770 years. 

Third Dynafty^ or Alhcanian, with 

the AJhghanian^ lajied^ 

According to the Jehan Ara, 318 
years • 

According to the manufcript cata- 
logue before mentioned, 200 years* 

Anonymous Tarikh, 217 years. 

A Ravaiet, or book of Parfi tradi- 
tions, 265 years. 

Tarikh Moagem, from different chro* 
nicies, 430 years. — Another cal- 
culation, a68 years. 

The Leb al Touarikh, 350 years* 
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Tarikh Gozideh^ 380 years. 
Ham^eh Isfahan!, 394 years. 
Tarikh Moagem, from difFcrcnt 

chronicles, 430. 
9. Baharam ben Murdan Shah, 469 

years. 



Fourth Dynafiy^ or Sa0anian, 

According to Baharam ben Murdan 

Shah, 456 years, one month, 

twenty-two days. 
Hamzeh Isfahani, 457 years, three 

months, feven days. 
Anonymous Tarikh^ 484 years, fix 

months. 
Leb al Touarikh, 521 years. 
Tarikh Kapchak Khani, ^21 years. 

K 
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Merat aj Aulum , 5 a i years, 

Manufcript catalogue, 542 years. ; 

« 

I referve for my future work, a 
more minute calculation of each par». 
ticular King's reign, taken from the 

m 

Tarikh 7^aian\ the Tarikh Moagem^ 
the Subah Saduk^ the Rou%et al Sefa^ 
tht Khelajfet al Akhbar^ the Zein al 
4dkhhar^ x}aQ Nizam alTowarikh^ aii4 
many other records, which I Ihall 
endeavour to reconcile with the dates 
ofEuropeaiiichronologers. 



APPENDIX. 

No. I. Account of the Plates in this 
Volume. 

The frontifpiece reprcfents thofc 
ruins at Ifiakbar, which are generally 
called^Lvo Jy^ Cbebel Mipar, *' the 
Forty Pillars,", or O-J-^*.^ O^ar* 
fakbt-i-Jemfieid, " the Throne of Jem' 
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Jbeid.^^ Moft travellers and anti- 
quaries fuppofe IJiakhar to have been 
the ancient Perfepolis^ and thefe co- 
lumns the remains of Darius*s palace: 
the natives fometimes call them Kbaneb 
Dara \j\C^ ^^ " the Houfe of Da^ 
rius,** as Ksempfer informs us. Of 
the view given by that moft ingenious 
traveller, in his Amcenitates Exotica ^ 
P» 325, the frontifpiece is a reduced 
copy. 

The Pebhvi ^cnx^ reprefeijted in th^ 
vignette of the title page, is fuppofed 
to be placed (without any regard to 
pfoportioaji oiQi AJifie, alMr^ of mhich 
ikhe id«% in tial^e^ fix)?^ imdiUs oi thei 
Saffani/ifs^ A& e^X^a 3: vign^ic mfty Ih^ 
r^^di^oed. ifliftr,i}4ive> I have given, oa 
the upper pact o£ the ^lAaCj^lbijia^ thf 



APPENDIX, No. 1. 71 

srroz^k^adej or Perfepolitan letters, 
from NidMhr, K^mffer^ &c, ; fo that 
thf young ftudent of Perfian anti- 
quities may have before him^ Jit one 
i^kwj fpecimeiu of the two moft 
smcient chara^rs of Irkn. I have 
pbced, as gvardiana oi the altar, an 
Azhdeba, l^c^j^l or Dragon, and the 
Simorgb, ^rrf:^ ^ ^^d of iinnaenfe 
hti\k and ftrehgth, biyth imaginarjr 
creatures, whofe nanoes are well knowa 
t» the readjers. of Perfian ronanrcr 
tb^ix figures are taken from paint- 
ings in the SbaJb Namak and Qtheir 
inanufcripts. 

, The g<m (of the real fize) is fron^ 
$1 pafl:C' in Mr. TaiHe's coUedtion ; and 
thus defcribed'in his Catalogue, Vol. I. 
p.. 6*7^ No* 679 : ^ for^/jjw:— ar figure 



a 
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•^ in a long robe, with a globe or 
** lotus on the forehead^ holding a 
•* fmall cup in the right hand : In the 
^' field are the fun and moon, with an 
•' infcription/' &c. An engraving of 
the gem, enlarged, is alfo given in the 
fecond Vol. pi. xiii, but the charadters 
are inaccurately imitated; they appear 
on the pafte to form two words, which 
I would read thus, ufing Hebrew let- 
ters to defcribe the Pehlavi : 
^imSnty V\T\t^ i^ modern Perfick 
(^J>j^<Jii {jjj\ Atoun Sbabpoubri, 
fignifying *' Tbefire-^genius ofSbapour/^ 

Aioun, in Pehlavi, according to M* 
Anquetildu Perron,* was fynonimous 
with Ader, or At ere i " the feveral 

* Zend a Vefta, Vol, I. Difc, Prelim, ccccxcu 
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** fijts whick have appeared to men 
V under particular forms^ . and th6 
1* Genii therafelves^ who prefide over 
** thofe fires."* Thus the Atjoun Bour^ 
xiff, in two paflagcs-of the Boundeh^,f 
is Hyled Ader Bourzin, in the lefchti 
Sad^Sy% where, and in other parts of the 
Zendavefta^ we find the Ader of Beh^ 
ram, of Gojbafp, &c. The figure feem# 
tio. be that of a female : in the Vendidai 
Sadi we find an addref^ to female 
fpirits : " Je prie ces femelles^ affem^ 
" blec toujour s vivante,** &c.§ 

: * ^< Pludeurs feax quiife font montres aux1iomine« 
** foos des formes particulieies, & dbs Genies memei 
^' qui pcefident a ces feux^" &c* Zendayefta, 
Vol. II. p. 24. 

+ Zendav. Vol. I. Part II. p. 41. 

X Zendav. Vol. 11. p. 24. 

f Zendav. Vol. I. Part II. p. 91. 
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; From the Ferbung Sorhan Kate^ 
(which, like the Ferbung Jebangeeri, 
has a very long and curious article ott 
fire-worfhip) it alfo appears that thei 
fame word fignificd a fire-temple, and 
the angel or G^»;«j that prcfided over 
it* Thus we find, that v-^amwJo j<i! 

» V ^ 

Azer Gujhafp was the name of a firt 
temple ere<9:ed by Gujhtafp at Balkb, 

&c. (J^"t? <J^=&^Ci^i*»lAA^J ^bj 
** ^»i // /V /i&r jtame of the angel that 
^^ Superintended, or prejided over, tbe 
« jirer 

If the authority of M. Anquctil 
du Perron be admitted, my expla- 
liation of this gem will, probably, be 
found fatisfactory : I offer it, however, 
(as every conjedurc on doubtful mat- 
ters) with extreme diffidence, and ihall 
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m 

mofl: readily adopt any well-founded 
emendation* 

The MAP, though fmall, will ferve 
to Ihew the relative fituations of the 
provinces and chief cities of Perfia. 
I have devoted fome months to the 
conftrudtion of another^ comprehend- 
ing the fame extent of country, but 
fb enlarged in fcale as to occupy a 
fpace of fix feet by five. This will 
contain many hundred names of towns, 
rivers, mountains, ruins^ rebats and 
caravan/erais, wells, monuments, &c.; 
inferted from original manufcripts, 
which are not to be found in Mr »fFabl*s 
very excellent map,* nor in any other 
hitherto publifhed. 

• Prefixed to his ** Alus und Neues Vorder und 
M'tttcl Afien,'* 8cc. 

Vol. I. Letpfigf lygSf (odlavo.) 
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In the bead^piece, prefixed to this 
Appendix^ arereprefentatioit&of tkrcr 
gems^ of the real fize^ taken from im« 
prefTions in pafte. Of the two upper-* 
mofl^ the original cornelians are pre- 
ferved in the Britifii Mufeum— one 
reprefents a female with a child on her 
lap ;' fome of the letters are defaced^ 
but the name of ^*7?D*in Hormifdi^ 
appears fufficiently legible 
in Pehlavi ; the other charadlers fecm 

to form tj^riDSii^ ^pift^^» O^-^^.^ 
alluding, perhaps, to the infant ftatc 

cif Hormijdi^ at the breaft* of his nurie 

or mother, whofe name may probably 

be added. Not having yet had leifure 

to ftudy the infcription attentively, I 

• Fiftan^ I* ^1^^. rite nipple, breaft, &c* 
^^jAaamI Abtften, to bring forth, to lie in, &c. 
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ih^ll fiOt^ iti this place^ ofier any far^ 
tber conjedhires on the fubj^. 

For the £ime reafoa I prefeat to the 
reader^ without any obfervation, the 
figure of a winged Lion^ with a Peh^ 
lavi inscription. 

The third gem, is defcribed in Taf*. 
£e*8 Catalogue (Vol. I. p. 74) as an 
Oriental garnet^ containing ^' The 
5* portrait of an Indian chief— with 
'^ Indian chara6ters9 fomething like 
« the San/crit^*' As I fufpe<fl the 
charaxflers to partake more of Febiavi 
than Sanfcntp thty are here fubmitted 
to the infpe&ion of Antiquarian Orien- 
talills. 

K 

%. 

The rude outlines, which the reader 

1. 2 
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will perceive in this head-piece, re- 
prefent the combat of Ruftam with 
the Dive Sefeedj or white giant ; re- 
duced from a painting in my Sbab 
Nameb, of which a large engraving 
will be found in the Oriental CoUec* 
tions^ Vol. II. p. 53 ; and another 
combat of fome warrior with a monfter, 
winged and horned^ from a Perfe- 
politan feal in cornelian^ prefcrved, 
with many others pf the fame kind^ 
in the Britifh Mufeum. Similar com- 
bats are fculptured on the marbles at 
Perfepolis ; and it is poflible that the 
ancient heroes celebrated in the Sbab 
Nameb, and reprefented in thefe (culp- 
tures, may be the fame.* 

* This opinion I before ofiered in fome remarkt 
•' On the anttqutt'tes of Perfepolis, Iftakhar, orCbe* 
" belm'mar.** Oriental CoUedions, VoU !• P» 167^ 
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No. II. The following paflage was 
by accident omitted in printing the 
foregoing pages : it concludes the ac- 
count oi Ardejhir Bahegan^ p. 43. 

*^ And NERD is of his invention ; 
'^ for this reafon the Arabs call it 
'* Nerdjhir:' The word Nard or Nerd, 
according to the didtionaries Luttayef 
al Logbat, Jebangeeri, KaJbf^aUloghat, 
&c. fignifies a well known game, 
(draughts, perhaps backgammon), and 
the pith of a tree. 

The invention of draughts is gene- 
rally afcribed to Buzurjember, the 
vizier oiNuJbirvan, who did not reign 
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Qfttil three centuries after Arie0lr: 
this vizier introduced chefs, an Indian 
gatnCj into Periia; and the Ferhung 
Borban Kattee informs usj that Buzur«« 
jemher devifed Uerd, on the plan or in 
imitation of chefs; but that Nerdy^nt 
played with two dice, and, according 
to fome^ was of a more ancient origin. 



III. It appears from the Tarikb 
Moagem, and the Nozbat at Coloui, that 
the Bandukvafy (or more properly 
Band'kouar) mentioned in p. 23, was 
a mound or dyke, eredled by Ardejbir 
Babman, to raife or convey water, ,for 
the little but pleafant town of Kouar^ 
J^J!r^ in the province of Pars. 
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Account of the Geographical Perfian 
Manufcript^ intitkd Mefakk A 
Memalek* 

, Having mentioned in the pre&ce^ 
(p. xxiv) my future tranflation of the 
Me/alek it Memalek, I (hall here give 
a fhort defcription of that manufcript^ 
which is equally ancient as it is rare 
and curious Although I have not yet* 
been able to afcertain the author's 
name^ it is evident, from two palTages 
in the work itfelf, that he muft have 
exifted before the year 424 of the 
Hegira, (of Chrift 1032) j for, in his 
iiccount of Spain^ he de&ribes the 
Ommiad Dynafty as ftill governing ia 
that country ; and adds, that *' The 
^* Abbaffides have not yet faatcbed it 
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" from them ;*\ he muft, therefore^ 
have written before the year above 
mentioned, when the reign of the Om^ 
miades ceafed. 

In another part of his work^ de- 
fcribing Maweralnabr^ or Tranfoxania> 
he informs us that he converfed with 
a refpedable perfonage who had at* 
tended Naffer Ahmed in his battles. 

This Prince, of the Samanian Dy-* 
najiy, was inverted with the govern- 
ment of Maweralnabr^ by the Khalif 
Motamedy Anno Hcgirae 261, (A. D. 
874) ; and if our author could have 
fpoken with a contemporary of Naffer 
Ahmed, we may reafonably date the 
compofition of his work early in the 
fourth century of the Mohammedan 
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0cra> between the year 900 and 1000 
of Chrift. 

It appears that he vifited, himfelf, 
many of the places he defcribes : con- 
fining his work to the limits of IJlam 
(the Mohammedan world), he begins 
with a general defcription of its feas, 
the weftern regions of Africa, Spain, 
Egypt, Syria, Paleftine, Arabia, Me- 
fopotamia, Irak Arabi, Khufiftan or 
Sufiana, Pars or Farfiftan, its five Kou^ 
r^/?j or diftridts, fire-temples, ancient 
tallies, rivers, cities, roads, and dif* 
tances from various towns to others £ 
the air, water, foil, &c. of Farfiftan ; 
inhabitants ancient and modern, man- 
ners, dialeds, religions, &c.; extra- 
ordinary buildings and monuments of 
antiquity; Iftakhar, &c., produce, 

M 
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taxes, revenue, &c* ; defcription of 
Kirman, cities, mountains, roads^ &c*i 
part of Sind and Hind; Armenia^ 
Arran and Azerbaijan, rivers, roads^ 
hills, &c.; Kouheftan, Irak Ajemi, 
Taberiftan, Khorafan, Dilem^ Mazan* 
. deran^ Kbozr, or the regions bordering 
on the Cafpian Sea ; Maweralnahr, or 
Tranfoxania; deferts between Fars and 
Khorafan ; Sejeftan, its lakes, rivers, 
roads, cities, &c.; Ferghanah, Samar« 
cand, Bokhara, Balkh, &c. 

Thus he defer ibes the route from 

SbiraZj^^jtsM to Kattab, aJ1> on the 
road of Kbora/an : 



" From Sbiraz to Dukak, v^*Uj<3 
*' 6 farfangs — ^from Dukak XoIJlakbar, 
«» jss^a^\ 6 f.— from IJiakbar to Pir^ 
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^' Kurieb^ ^fjf^. 4 *f.— from P/>^ 
*' KiG'ieb to Kobendiz,jOJ^ 6 f.— 
" and from Kobendiz to Dhey^bend, 
•^ OJLj49u<3 8 f.— from Dbey-iend to 
" Ater-koub, C^Ji ji^ iif.—ftomJker^ 

" koutoDbey^Jhirr ^ ^^ I3 f*— 
♦^ from Dbey-Jbir to Hawr^jy^ 6 f.— 
«« from Ifowr to (jw^svo A*XS iT^/^^ 
" MajioHS, (tbe Caftle of the Magi), 
•^ which is now in ruins, 6 f.— and 
*» from Kelaa Majhus to the town of 
^« i5^//tfi&, A>^ 5 f. &c." The city 
of IJlakbar ftill exifted when our author 
wrote; for he fays. 



